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thankful for the late Congressman Phil Burton, 
former Chairman of the House Subcommittee 
on Territorial and Insular Affairs, who I served 
with from 1975 to 1981. During my service as 
his Staff Counsel, he tasked me with drafting 
legislation providing for an elected Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor in American Samoa. 
Congressman Burton introduced the legislation 
on June 10, 1976, which the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed by a landslide vote of 
377 to 1. The historical proceedings and de-
bates of the 94th Congress, Second Session 
related to this legislation were made part of 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in Volume 122– 
Part 18, July 1, 1976 to July 21, 1976 (Pages 
21785 to 23276). After the legislation passed 
the House, instead of sending the bill to the 
Senate for a vote, Chairman Burton consulted 
with Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. Mor-
ton and the two agreed that a Secretariat 
Order should be issued authorizing the Amer-
ican Samoa Government to pass enabling leg-
islation to provide for an elected Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor. Secretariat Order No. 
3009 was issued on September 13, 1977 in 
accordance with the will of the majority of vot-
ers in American Samoa who voted in favor of 
electing their own Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor in a plebiscite that was held on Au-
gust 31, 1976. Chairman Burton also tasked 
me with drafting legislation providing for Amer-
ican Samoa to be represented in the U.S. 
Congress by a Delegate to the House of Rep-
resentatives. Chairman Burton introduced this 
legislation, which later became Public Law 95– 
556, Oct. 31, 1978–92 Stat. 2078. The histor-
ical proceedings and debates of the 95th Con-
gress, Second Session related to this legisla-
tion were made part of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD in Volume 124–Part 25, October 3, 
1978 to October 6, 1978 (Pages 33129 to 
34486). I will always be thankful for the oppor-
tunity I had to participate in such an historic 
undertaking for and on behalf of the people of 
American Samoa. 

After I completed my service with Congress-
man Phil Burton, the late Senate President 
Paramount Chief Letuli Toloa encouraged me 
to come home and ‘‘eat the dust and walk on 
the rocks’’ or, as he put it, ai le pefu ma savali 
le ma’ama’a, meaning come home and more 
fully feel the suffering and pain of our people 
so that I might serve them more completely. I 
followed his advice and served the people of 
American Samoa as Deputy Attorney General 
from 1981 to 1984, and as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor from 1985 to 1988. As I look back over 
my life, had I not returned to American Samoa 
to live and serve among our people, it would 
have been impossible for the people to have 
entrusted me to represent their interests for 
nearly four decades. Because of their faith in 
me, I became the first Asian Pacific American 
in U.S. history to serve as Chairman of the 
U.S. House of Representatives’ Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific. This 
was an unexpected honor and an honor that 
belongs only to the people of American 
Samoa, not to me. When I left for Vietnam in 
1967, I was uncertain if I would return alive. 
By the grace of God, I did return and went on 
to serve in the Army Reserve as a Captain in 
the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps and as a proud member of the 100 Bat-
talion 442 Infantry Reserve Unit, Honolulu, Ha-
waii. By God’s grace, I returned to Vietnam in 
2007, for the first time in nearly 40 years after 
having served in Nha Trang as a young sol-

dier at the height of the Tet Offensive. I re-
turned in my official capacity as Chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Asia, the Pacific and the Global Environment 
and, in returning, I found a people I love. This 
is why I have repeatedly called for the United 
States to clean up the mess it left behind and 
do right by the victims of Agent Orange. I was 
not aware of the many side effects caused by 
Agent Orange exposure but, now that I know, 
I urge anyone exposed to seek treatment. 
Agent Orange is a silent killer. From 1961 to 
1971, the U.S. military sprayed more than 11 
million gallons of Agent Orange in Vietnam, 
exposing millions of civilians and soldiers to 
dioxin, a toxic contaminant known to be one of 
the deadliest chemicals made by man. I was 
exposed during my service in Nha Trang. Like 
hundreds of thousands of veterans in the U.S. 
and Vietnam, I suffer from the side effects of 
Agent Orange, including heart and kidney dis-
ease. Sadly, many veterans and civilians have 
lost their lives because of Agent Orange expo-
sure, and many more continue to suffer from 
its debilitating effects. Before it is too late, it is 
my sincere hope that the U.S. government will 
do its part to rectify this problem, and I hope 
that my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives will lead the way. 

After serving in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for all these years, I now go for-
ward with faith. In doing so, I again express 
my love for the people of American Samoa. I 
thank them for the opportunity they gave me 
to wear out my life in their service, and I hope 
I will be remembered for doing my best. As I 
begin a new chapter, I thank my staff in Amer-
ican Samoa, especially Faiivae Alex Godinet, 
as well as my Washington, DC staff, including 
Dr. Lisa Williams, Vili Le’i, Tavita Richmond, 
Leilani Pimentel, Ta’afili Sagapolutele and 
Jennifer Elliott. I thank them for their loyalty 
and dedication to me, to this institution and to 
the people of American Samoa. I also thank 
other members of my staff who served with 
me in the past and present, and I also recog-
nize Cari Schemm and Cathy Barnhardt 
whose work I have relied on and appreciated. 
At this time, I pay special tribute to my wife, 
Antonina Hinanui Cave Hunkin. I am forever 
grateful that Hina is my companion in this life 
and in the life to come. I thank her for stand-
ing by my side during my recovery and 
throughout my many years of service. I love 
and appreciate her, and I always will. Hina 
and I express our profound love for our chil-
dren and their spouses: Temanuata Jessie 
Tuilua’ai Hunkin and her husband Michael 
Laussen, Taualaitufanuaimeaatamali’i 
O’rereao Hunkin and her husband Fredrick 
Kolotau Vaitu’ulala, Nifae Ra’imana David 
Hunkin and his wife Malia Ana Jacqueline Ri-
vera, Vaimoana Kealoha Hunkin, Leonne 
Lia’ina Hunkin and her husband Taufui-e-valu 
Vakapuna. We also express our love for our 
grandchildren: Tutehau Jeremiah Torres 
Hunkin, Leonne Kilisitinakolokiholeva 
Leigoanaimanuifa’alava Vaitu’ulala, Tamatoa 
Eni Nakita Vaitu’ulala, Feletiliki Kolotau 
Sebastiani Vaitu’ulala, Kenzo Kiyozo 
Nagashima Banno Vaitu’ulala, Taimana 
Kenese Rivera Hunkin, Taiatea Hinanui Rivera 
Hunkin, Maiana Vei Hina Taimalietane 
Vakapuna, and those yet to come. We pay 
tribute to our late parents, Eni Fa’auaa Hunkin 
and Taualaitufanuaimeaatamali’i Manu, and 
David Montague Cave and Georgina Popoua 
Bambridge. We also extend our love to my 

sisters, Dr. 
Salusalumalomamealeleimoleatunu’u Hunkin- 
Finau, Masinaatoa Magalei, my brother Albert, 
as well as my siblings Tuilua’ai, Arlene, and 
Taulauniumaituitagata who have since passed 
away. We also express our love for my sister 
Diane, my late sister Suzie, my late brother 
Felise, and Hina’s brothers—Victor Dwight 
Cave and the late Dexter Buton Cave—as well 
as our extended families on this side and the 
other side of the veil. Hina and I believe that 
the best is yet to come. Until we meet again, 
Fa’afetai ma ia Soifua. 
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HONORING MR. AUBREY O’NEAL 
DENT JR., M.D. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life of Dr. Au-
brey O’Neal Dent. Dr. Dent was a beloved 
husband, father, brother, and friend. With his 
passing on October 29, we look to Dr. Dent’s 
personal legacy of leadership, service, and the 
outstanding quality of his life’s work. 

Born on May 7, 1934 in Roanoke, Virginia, 
to Aubrey O’Neal and Lillian Gertrude Dent, 
Dr. Dent was the only boy and the oldest of 
four children. After graduating from Lucy 
Addison High School, he went on to Howard 
University, where he was a proud member of 
the Omega Psi Phi fraternity and received his 
Bachelor of Science degree. 

In 1963, Dr. Dent married Carol Hayden 
Johnson at All Souls Unitarian Church in 
Washington, D.C., and that same year, he 
joined the Civil Rights Movement, proudly tak-
ing part in the March on Washington. 

At that time, Dr. Dent served as a Major in 
the United States Army at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center. His experience there drove 
him to enroll in College of Medicine at Howard 
University in 1964, where he would graduate 
four years later with a medical degree. After 
he graduated, he moved with his wife, Carol, 
and his daughter, Gina, to San Francisco. It 
was there, at the UCSF Medical Center at 
Mount Zion, that he completed his residency 
in psychiatry. 

With his residency completed, Dr. Dent es-
tablished a private practice specializing in gen-
eral psychiatry that he maintained for 26 
years. Working in the Presidio, he continued 
to serve his country as an active reservist in 
the United States Army Reserve. Later, he 
took a position at the California Medical Facil-
ity in Vacaville. Moreover, Dr. Dent served as 
Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at 
the School of Medicine at UCSF. 

As a past president of both the Golden Gate 
Medical Association and the John Hale Med-
ical Society, and his affiliation with the Black 
Psychiatrists of America and the National 
Medical Association, Dr. Dent was an active 
member of his professional community. Dr. 
Dent dedicated himself to mentoring young 
students and professionals though his active 
participation in the Beta Upsilon Boulé of the 
Sigma Pi Phi fraternity, and he enjoyed at-
tending Howard University’s Homecoming 
each year to be reunited with old pledge 
brothers and friends. 
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On a personal note, Aubrey was a dear 

friend and loyal supporter. I will always re-
member his kindness and his concern for peo-
ple who deserved a second chance. I will al-
ways remember him as a kind, gentle, loving, 
and brilliant human being who gave so much 
to others. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual, Dr. Aubrey O’Neal Dent. His dedication 
and efforts have impacted so many lives 
throughout the state of California. I join all of 
Aubrey’s loved ones in celebrating his incred-
ible life. He will be deeply missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, December 9, I missed a series of 
Roll Call votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on #552 and ‘‘YEA’’ on 
#553. 

f 

HONORING LATONYA DENISE 
COTTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a determined young 
lady, LaTonya Denise Cotton. Ms. Cotton has 
shown what can be done through hard work, 
dedication and a desire to make a positive dif-
ference in her community. 

LaTonya Denise Cotton, a resident of An-
guilla, Mississippi, was born on January 29, 
1976 to Diane Cotton and Tom Davis in 
Hollandale, Mississippi. She is a graduate of 
Anguilla High School. 

LaTonya is the author of a historical novel 
called ‘‘A Small Peyton Place in a Town 
Called Anguilla’’. She has plans to make a 
movie based on the novel. LaTonya has 
served as a volunteer through the AmeriCorps 
program as a career trainer in Sharkey Coun-
ty. 

LaTonya has been a devout member of 
Union Chapel Baptist Church in Anguilla, MS 
for thirty one years. She is the proud parent of 
two girls, Dominique and Sumonia Cotton. 
She enjoys time with family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. LaTonya Denise Cotton for 
her dedication to serving her community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
RALPH HALL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, there is no 
one like Texas Congressman RALPH HALL. 

Congressman RALPH HALL is the oldest 
serving member of Congress, the oldest per-

son to ever serve in the House of Representa-
tives, the oldest person ever elected to a 
House term and the oldest House member 
ever to a cast a vote. Mr. HALL is also the last 
remaining Congressman who served our na-
tion during World War II. 

And for all of these accomplishments, I 
would like to thank and congratulate RALPH 
one more time for his service to the country 
and his leadership in the Texas Congressional 
Delegation. 

Born in Fate, Texas on May 3, 1923, HALL 
did not know of his successful future which 
was ahead of him. At the age of 19, HALL en-
rolled into the U.S. Navy where he served as 
a lieutenant and combat aircraft carrier pilot 
from 1942 to 1945 during World War II. 

After serving for three years, HALL then 
went on to finish college and received his 
LL.B. from Southern Methodist University in 
1951. He was admitted to the Texas Bar, and 
practiced law in Rockwall. 

Mr. HALL also participated in the business 
side of Rockwall where he took part in serving 
as President/CEO of Texas Aluminum Corp., 
General Counsel of Texas Extrusion Co., 
Chairman of Lakeside News, Inc., and was a 
founding member of Lakeside National Bank 
in Rockwall where he currently serves as 
Chairman of the Board. 

RALPH had the calling to serve Texas in the 
political arena in Texas politics, a combat 
sport. So he began his public service from 
1950 to 1962 when he served as County 
Judge of Rockwall County, Texas. Mr. HALL 
also served as President of the State Judges 
and Commissioners Association in 1958– 
1959. 

From 1962 to 1972, Mr. HALL was elected 
and served as a Texas State Senator where 
he served as President Pro Tempore in 1968– 
1969. 

Congressman RALPH HALL was first elected 
to serve the 4th District of Texas in the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 1980 and has 
been re-elected to each succeeding Congress. 

On November 27, 2012, Congressman HALL 
became the oldest member in the U.S. House 
of Representatives to ever cast a vote. The 
following month, on December 25, 2012, he 
became the oldest-serving Member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives in recorded history. 

Congressman HALL always ensured to serve 
his people and made sure their voice was 
heard on different issues throughout Con-
gress. 

A noteworthy quote Mr. HALL often said was 
‘‘I’d rather be respected at home than liked in 
Washington.’’ RALPH is a hardcore Texan with 
the unique knowledge of understanding all 
people from the rich and famous to the infa-
mous and downtrodden. 

He was a proud conservative democrat and 
personally knew the likes of LBJ, Speaker 
Sam Rayburn, Muhammad Ali, baseball great 
Mickey Mantle, war veteran Audie Murphy, 
Senator John F. Kennedy, Ted Williams, 
President Ronald Reagan, Texas Governor 
John Connally, Texas Governor William ‘‘Bill’’ 
P. Clements, Jr., Texas Governor Ann Rich-
ards, Texas Governor Rick Perry, Curtis 
Cokes, General Tommy Franks, Lieutenant 
General Tom Stafford, astronauts Gene 
Cernan, Buzz Aldrin, Neal Armstrong, U.S. 
Representative Ray Roberts, U.S. Senator 
Phil Gramm, famous aviator Claire Chennault, 
President George H.W. Bush, President 
George W. Bush, U.S. Senator JOHN CORNYN, 

U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Sen-
ator Lloyd Bentsen, T. Boone Pickens, H. 
Ross Perot, Red Adair, Bo Derek, Chuck Nor-
ris, Ted Williams, Tom Hanks and The Ink 
Spots. 

He works well with both Republicans and 
Democrats, but he ‘‘got religion,’’ in 2004, and 
became a Republican. Never forgetting his 
Democrat roots, he commented, ‘‘Being a 
Democrat was more fun.’’ 

RALPH HALL always has a story and a new, 
but often used joke. He runs 2 miles a day 
and certainly symbolizes the best of the Great-
est Generation. 

RALPH HALL’s service and leadership has 
shaped him into an important role model that 
members of the Texas Delegation in Con-
gress, on both sides of the aisle admire. His 
dedication and love for his public service illus-
trates how success is attainable when mixed 
with hard work and determination, along with 
a love of America and of course, Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE KING INSTITUTE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues, Leader NANCY 
PELOSI, Congressman GEORGE MILLER, Con-
gresswoman ANNA ESHOO, Congresswoman 
ZOE LOFGREN, Congressman MIKE HONDA, 
Congresswoman JACKIE SPEIER and Con-
gressman ERIC SWALWELL, to recognize the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Edu-
cation Institute (King Institute) located at Stan-
ford University. Led by Stanford University his-
torian Dr. Clayborne Carson, the King Institute 
is preserving and promoting the legacy and 
achievements of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Before the King Institute was officially found-
ed in 2005, Coretta Scott King approached Dr. 
Clayborne Carson in 1985 to become the di-
rector of the King Papers Project. This Project 
was established as a long term effort to pub-
lish Dr. King’s sermons, speeches, cor-
respondence, writings and other materials. 

The King Institute is the largest online ar-
chive of Dr. King’s writings that were pre-
viously inaccessible, including the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Encyclopedia, which was pub-
lished in 2008. 

The King Papers Project plans to release 14 
volumes of The Papers of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. by 2027. The first volume was published in 
1992 and they have subsequently released six 
more. This Project is one of the few documen-
tary archiving projects in the nation that fo-
cuses on the life of an African American lead-
er. 

Moreover, the King Institute prepares and 
provides educators with the Liberation Cur-
riculum, a document-based set of lesson plans 
and online educational resources emphasizing 
the modem African American freedom struggle 
using nonviolence as the means to achieve 
positive social change and justice in the 
United States and other movements globally. 

Additionally, the King Institute’s Global Out-
reach program introduces Dr. King’s work to a 
variety of countries, including China and India. 
By holding public events and by emphasizing 
the visionary ideas of Dr. King on a global 
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